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312 SmS1lrl~B. Bul141na 
Charlest.OD 'i. Va. 

Auguat. 31, 1937 

The C8.narre r 
The Pocahon t a s Tanni ng Co. 
Frank, r; . Va. 

• 

Dear Sir: 
Fo r inc l usi on i n the i';e s t Virginia section o~ t.he AIDo!r1C&D 
Guide , bdng pre pared by the Federal :' r1t.ers' ProJect. • •• 
"oul d like t he f olloVi i ne informat ion. 

Co,"per atively speal< ing , ho'll large 1s t.h. tan
n i ng com, any? One of our field workers at.atea 
t he t it i. s the l argest. in thd world. Ho. mIII\J 
worke r s e r e em;>loyed? 

~,'h5t i s manufactured? If ra" "aterials, where 
and f or ",hat are t hey used? Are mat.er1a1a II8e6 
in the pl ant r eadily ava ilable in th. v1c1n1~ 
or must they be i mported? 

Is t hi s a West Virg inia concern or 1& it. cnr.1Ie4 
by outs ide intere sts? • 

Are vis i t ors a llowed to go through the plant.1 

What f ect.ors l ed to t.he location of t.he plaDt. 
i n t his c omparatively i sol ated neighborhood! .. -

I s t he t ov,n of !'rank con,pany o\', ned? Are tJw 
'orY-e r s ' horr.es compbny owr.ed? 

A aec t.i en of the tlest ·Jirg i r. ia Guice \\'111 consiat. ___ _ 
to~ r~ , one of t.hem be i ng a t our of US 250. The Pocahor. 
~&nr ine Corr3ny , ~e 1ne a l a r ge pl a nt ano s1tuat.ed in._ 
~er. there are no ot.he r manufacturie s, deserve s mentlol 

lit. of interest . For this r eason "e nat.ura ll1 " 
• ,-:~ \.1 or. t o be accur a t.e and ,,111 appre c i a te "II,)' _terlA 

001 c n 1 , t. us h bV. , 

S l e,.re1 ouru , 

L 1tor 



POCAHONTAS TANNINO CO. 
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TANNERS 
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POSTOf"rl C E: FRANK. ( .. o~~~~;: .... ) w. VA~ 

J.!iss !.!.a rga ret C . Williamson , Ass t t . State Editor, 
W. P . A., 

Sept. 8th~ 

t.:a C S.o : -
Charleston , Wes t Va . 

\','e a c knowledge .rece i p t of your lette r of' 
4nSl':er ,...tour questions as folloVls ;-

31st, ult., and would 

The Durbin Tanne r y of t he Pocahontas Tanning Co., 1s probab17 
the second largest tannery in the U. S .. A., both in floor 
space and- pr oduc t i on , ,devoted entirely to the production or 
sale leather . Rec ent enlar gements of competit1ve plants 

\. ~not give us defjdn i te lnfor matlgD on this subject at 
this time . 

~ 

Manufac tured produc t s are ::iOLE LEATHER for t he pur~se of 
building new shoes . By- products a re Wasbed Cattle 1r 
used in floor c overings , }ksuLa~!OD-Ie1ts and many styles 
or felt P~~g~ Glue ~toc us e 1 f or t h e manufacture of 
glu~s and also gr eases . ~ 

( Raw Hides a r e obtai~d f rom the Packing ~enters of the USA, 
South America , Mexico, Australia ane Europe. 
TanrJing J~a teriY..!' a re procured in USA, i:;outh America, 
Africa , PnIl i ppine I sland s , Tur~ey a nd I ndia, and local 

, He!!llc::.k an9..- O~ barks from the w.est Virginia Forests. 

The Pocahontas Tanning Co ., i s a West Virginia ~orporat1QD 
with ~in Office at lla i n a nd 24th Sts., Whee11ng, West ~a. 

~ -Due to the tanning pr ocesses r equiring tanning vats &ad 
surround ings wet , v i s itors are not sought after, bowe,u: 

do allow Eartial visition of plant and exhibit _iD _~~ 
and By-produc ts . 

The plant Vias located at Frank, V;est Va., account ar 
c lose- up supply of large quantitie s of hemlock aaI 
hl ch suppl i es a re npw l a rgely eliliausted. 

Prllnk , \~est Va ., is a n unincorporated v111a,. _ 
r " ,· nilank , IJ1strict . It is partly \;011"07 OWL" 

rivatel;; 07ne.,( residences. It 1. 8D 1~ 
•. re "ell 'ai ntl1ined a nd ti.8 people bal~ 

ide . LocdtRd on Ub Route 250 . 

-rU& tl n 'hi 1 
- .. 

~. lnforma 

Yours y ... 

• TA T 
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co!..~.rRCI A. 1::JJS7:tY . SJ.k:J JL 0 s ... ITP.: ~: It.lS=C.RC . l: .VA.PC ';::AHCrr&. cou.n . 
'!'A~NING . 

pOCbhon toa County he a had 
tannfrlf. of .arlou •• 1&'. opfrat1ac .ta-

;; , ~ --c,... " ~ ~_ A,'_ J_ 

cf" tb( first ccttltre camE bt. rElrbf Upion .1'ann1D5 CompaD7 Op
It

ra.'1a& 10 'he 

GrHnbrif'T Vall£Y undf'r th£ areEopbriEr TannEry bfpll optra.'\loD abou\ 1,01. 

thfir t:a in officE v:a & in :T (W York th«'Y op(rat~d. cont1nuoua17 =,.., "."1 

1927 • .-hEn t bE' original plant burn fcd,howt:vE.r a nC. and. up-to-date talat%J .. 

built upon th e: 
or1g1nal s1t.,but 1t fa1l.d to o~.rate end ... ldll tTOa 1911 

unt il 1941. 

Eotb tanbark --- d ~xtrect was used IrOl!l 01 to 28 "I .... it .... NNl_ 
~ 

ins at capac1ty , and the da ily capacity at that time waa .. bOIl' 600 hide. 

at that t1me they ~mp loyEd about 150 men both skilled and un.killed with 

epproxi~te pay~roll of 0 120, 000 per year. This tannezy had a 

produCing a v.ry fin. g radE of leather ..,h ich miS lmon b)' the tn4t ... 

'C;r"nbr~", and v:as in gr eat dE mand by thE !lather 1n.matzyC aU w_ ...--
stErn pa rt of thE U S.Th. finishEd product res sh1pped a~ 

?oat on , Lz s cachusette . -----
l."J t r: f-nc ral rr.anag€r \iC. S S. I! H£"nch ,and today a ~ 

• p of t h annery ro" housts !!lost all of th 

r • r i:: on th caot£ rn hank , th1s tanntry 

• • • ,> ' r.t of !J,rl1r.ton bnd tht Jdray 

~-:''.fjt I C. . Ctj() r nth ,thll 



~ ., -_ .. , -

people to mo\tC 1n ,th l£ -:::..d£ a rr.e rtft that 111 tum cau.e4 all,. .tor-

([I to b(. built to supp ly th~ nt:(~ of thf tanner,: worklra and 'h~lr tamlll«e 

some 40 to 50 dwel11ng housEs wErE buIlt by the Union 1'a.nD1Da Co. 
~ 

This p lant ""s i dl. unt il the spring of Il.I wh<u 1\ -. lIoQcb' lIT 

the IntErnat10nal ShOE COmpany of St . wuIa )Us8ourl and. 1. run UDder 'be -:fIrm namE' of uarlinton Tf-llnEry ot Int f' rnet ional Shot' Co.of It.loul. lIIO.' th-J 

hev1o,; a cont ract l71 t h th E fEdera l governmEnt to supp ly them with ."ezal 

thouSand pairs of ehoee , l!1ld a t the p r esEnt tim" thfy are eq>loy1n&; trom 

to 1}0 men an d will hi r e morE e.s t hey get pro<h1ct1on at arted,th e pre.tIIIt 

J r o ll rune about $10,000 c;onth l y . Tb is pay-roll hel pa g rEatly and when the 

ncry r.h i e tl e b l ew for the first time in 12 years the people of 1la1'111111= 

surro:ll,dinS countryside wer E joyous hEcause thEy !mew Ilarl1nton _14 -.aiD 

eavf e. pay- roll which is boost ing th< l ocal markets. 

Pocahontas County has anoth Er tannery locatEd ---
;).!rh in i t runs und<tr th e namE of Pocahontas Tann1nG Co. ud .. I 

'- _. 
! 904 by J . G !loffmar, Sr. and J . G Hoffman Jr.J.G Hoffman 31'd and 

11 0 _ 
h I< 11:\g .:.Va . and F rank HO\1<s and I.G HOl7fS of 

i r. !e 
lsnt 1s l ocat ed at Frank \l . Va.",h1ch 

co::.~ !=- t d r.LL 
Il POPUlut10n of 1000 \;hloh has acoe.1 

tlrond lit tul'bln . thlr 



","O&.:... l Rc r &. IN ilJSTRY $;' : .. ::11 L r. S . . I1'E B: l.LS3 CitO . "7 . -A . ?CCABC~':'AS CC . 

llrC occup ic d by on:~lorc E-e of th E- ?Occ..hontaa '!'annt:l')' th( prrecnt DUmbrr 

of q::p loyf fa is 300 and the averag E: monthly payroll 18 ~35 ,ooo. 

ThE general .:.!an.e.ger and SUpit of #roduct1on 18 B.J: t:ldD.fy _1"_ 

ant sup 'ts :"; . o;! Hoover and H.J ;-:idn cy ,Ch£:nist Arthu8 ! Kay .Olle:t I"11£18e,1' 

c.: Carlson-Accountant 7i .F Groff ass istEd by ~.k 3rown .The pr£81df1lt of thl 

cor.pany 1s J . G Hoffman 3rd hE is a lso t r eas u r€r,f.G How!e Vice pre • • I.1 8*_ 

abright sfcrftary and ass 't treasurfr , 

This tann E' Ty ha.s a. da ily capacity of 3000 sidES of sole lEather 

17h ich 1s shipped hCr e f rom South kr. f r 1ca , Aust ralla , n<w ZflAnd,Canada Uld. Ktx_ - . _._---_._- --.... -- --.-. -------. 
ieo b.sidEs tha t 17b ich is sh i ppf d from the many pa clQng CEntErs of tho U.8.A. 

-
fh • • ntire output of this tann ery is mad' into sol. l£atb<r wh1ch 1 ... df trom 

ca ttl, hid's onlY) that is sbipped t o v.<f
all '>,ranufacturing c £ntfra UI. here 1JI 

tbE U.S.A bE sides somE is sh i PP'd abroad t o b, USEd th(r< . 

ThESE t wo tannEri E' s not only furnish emp loymEnt , 
drld of ?ocahontas Cou.'1ty m<n but this !anning induetry 1ccat£d &8 

!uniBt. a r.;a rkEt fo r thE surplus CommodotiOs of bo th Fdray anei Graul 

:r1 C!e 
rn(! hay. con tribCltE d grfat ly to th E g ro .. th of 

,,,:;:o!y 
'8 Frank lID ... ro'm from a farm inG s< cUon to a tOt/ll of 

..-...::---.--- "-- = 

'Lnt cor , sohool. '-nei 4.1'1>' 1' On(8 tor rh lah 1'0111 
,," :" 1c :.t.. 

...... c . :l..'l ' :-CZ"< be it 'el 
tla t th t.. t'lO tenn friel U , ... 

r ( tv t::p 



(:0 fnr Dto.rt (d W'ld not jUDt Llon< 
-- - - - .. "'J . ... . \1 ~:;. l.tb ~!111oboro.:: . \·a.POCf'bonta.. 00. 

th< poo;,lt: of Pocahontas &. the.a' 

<ri(S ho.vt h<lpld k«(p our much n(ldEd rail ronda ~(rat1n. ftl~1D ouz nn 

bord(rs , i rom tht tc.xto paid by th E; l mi> lopue nE:w roada and .chool. ba'W't bUn 

~u 1l: and mnintain Ed , r.h l ch has contr1butEd br(atly to tht growth of the. ~tr 

OB ou r cood roads end our bfaut1ful sctnE ry has 1nduced many tour1at. to t~T'l 

tbrouGh Ou r county end stat e and thEy sp fnd much monEy at d1lftz~t c(ntt~. 

111 th t county. . .. 
, ' So be it said that tanneriEs '10r€ startEd in pocahontlL. Count, bJ the 

first sEttlErs and arE still op erat111g within our bordEr. toda,. 

!nf o rtt2!.t 1o:l- Ce lvin :~. Pr1cf . Mar lint on . r.: . va . 

H. IL r:idnty.Frank . 7:.va . 

• . Va . Geolo&ical SurvEy. By Paul 3 pricE . 
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C And Indust ry.Samuc.l 0 Sdtb . Rillsboro . jj .Va.Pocahontaa County. 

The .first tann Ery o r old tice "ran Y~rd of t:Uch size was Erected. by 

Smitb I1ho came to pocahontas County from th e stat e or Virginia and. D tar 

Stauoton,he havi ng l Earn ed the tanners tradE tbere and. 8£t out acrO.B tbe Al1e . 

ghEny mou..'1 ta in for 8 COUl"ltry suitable for the location ot a tannery tbe aite 

he chose '."Ue a l ong the S flleca Indian trail and later became known a.a K1llp'lnt 

A.Zld i t flas a t this point t hat he stopped rigg ed up a corn mill and a tan Yard 

t =is ~s about IS2B to· 30 an d thE tannery ues located between Stamping Cre~k 
, 

.!..nd the- :foot of th e hill nEar the C. U ·"ellace rEs iciencE and it was her£ that 

':a=es S!::li tll p ut i nto pract i ce r.hat he had learned in Va.as he had lEarned. the 

!&cllE- :"S trade thEr e from an o l d tanner iilth years of experience. 

?rom th is James Smith to 1941 we have had four gEneratione of BlI1tha 

:~t "Er e tanners Isaac a son of JamES had a tanyard,his son Fdgar followed hie 

&z:"'.~ors and hE to tas a t e nner a nd today "e find his son !lEnton nth lUI. up to 

• •• 

• 

'. 

~".ry on RoutE 2 19 near the Uarvin Chap el Church and the Rucbaza lkiIlool.-

.t.!: .. l>-~lU1n" Is a Cfr>en t h loc!: st ructure l71th concr etE vata.h1. oatpu'''' 

'. 

:!lf r 11 bct"£<n 350 end 450 hidts a yea r so", e of 

1:- en 

• 

• • 

r 

< 

1l( th< rfCt a rE ""'Cot into ltath<r of onE kind aDd 

r Ill! '. a rt bOUr;bt by crLftalllUl who aake leather 80'" 
lJlto 1 • ., 

r lacit. t. t4t arf knOIlll IU till 

it % • 1 tlar h ~, bJ at~ 01 ..... 

• 



__ Tannf..ry

~Dd Industry . samu c l 0 

no tbey prc!cr the 010'11' 

smi tb Hillsboro . ~i . Va .Pocahontas Count., _ 

proceoe tanning a8 it tak~. 6 months to t .... 

bide and 80tll 

longer, tbe hark used 1s B. local. product aa he ueee Cht:atnut 0&-

k bark that is cir! cd and ground 1n e. 
crude grinding machine of hi. 01fD. -.t.e ua-

;'" --. -
inS" p:lrts of an old grinder us ed by bis grandfather the late IaCAe 8m1th.the:t 

had 8 tan ya rd on the GreEnbri er iiiver betT7een i7atoga and the mouth of Stamp1n& 

~!!k J th i s yard weB buIlt by JamEs Smith aft e r be l Ef t Millpoint about 1860. --= 
j amEs Smith ~ad 5 boys of tb €s ,e 3 were tanners Isaac,Jacob and Joseph 

iil111a~ ~s a harn ess a nd saddle maker and pleas Has a doctor, Isaac opemtlng 

a.t his fathers yard on the rlver,Jacob had a tan yard at Edxay and Joseph S. 

a t an yard on his farm in the glade pasture nEar his residence now occupied by 

L? i:ramer. 

1:ost of the lEath er tanned by the Smiths was either made up 1Dto 

Or pu t i n to harn ESS and saddl es ho"ey er SOme of the leather was bought for -
r 1ah:h e:r e in the state by s hOEmak ers and harness zrakfrs. 

, ---
AnothEr t an yard of notic e was built and run by the late ~eorce R~ 

try ADd l lli . UcCarty of the Levels Dis trict it was built on the CUrry faza 
"' 

• ) 1 .:r 
.. that tinally sank into th E mountain n Ear the Poor 

• &d1n 
to BIa rd and COlmar thE' Curry farm is not: olmEcl by lV._ -

by trac11 t he r efore had Il rtac1Y _rU~ foz 

s· ·0 
0" &/ld , . 111nl; thl'lI at t hat Hal mo.t aCD ~ 

. '~~'.!_~_;i)~U,b'elcl" Ul. 11 



7a..-m trl (S

~~CTC( A!ld Industry Sa.:::uel 0 

?'>=< } -
S::.1th 5111a'l:loro ':"" .;"a . ~oca.!:!o:lta. ~0'..mt7 · 

into harness a.nd rfpatt .... 0 =](: 0::;. s2:~c's hamf"sa . ':':l1. ta.'"'l!ler'J ... 'belns ope

ln tb c SOs and Early 9Cs. 

Often t l :nE8 the vet s ';fer~ visited when the l eather .... rea4r to co.. O\l' 

to be T{orked &.lld fin i sbE-d tbE-sf- visitors a.lr.ays pick £d. tbe: b Est slcle of ltathn 

thEy 
could flnd , thf. tennEr r.ould elS9 his lee.ther but VEry 8f'ldom knftr where it 

r.ent as this a l r.ays took plaCE at night this Got to be • r egular practice and 

no doubt caused 8ome, of thesE tan )"ards to c EasE' opEration 1.1 th eef' tan yard. 

"'fOre i n Little Levels District but the onE opErated by J a cob S::lth a t Idray • 

. --
1\ ~ 

Th~ firot tannEry or old tim e tan Y",=-d of any siZE in th e \lpper Q1d of 

the county was nEnr GrEenbank T'lhf X e first class uppE r t..nd solElc.ather 11&. _de 

by Charl Fs P Bro\7D this nas a.bout IS50 he o~ €rate.:i here for a time but .014 

out and moved ov er on Nor th Fork and locat€"d another tannery thi. tanJ'lerr 11&1 

k<pt in op<ration until about 11570 ",hen he quit the tanners trade and follow .. 

. stonEzr.ason ,,'or t the rEst of his life,his old hom estEad is no" o"",ad by hi. p_ --
and son ',;a lt Er BrOlm . 

Sho r t ly af ter this t~~€ry r.€nt out of bus in Ess GEorge CUrry .... 

a tan rard in the tor.n of Greenbank h e operated here for a time and mOYed; 

Littl L(VEls District not far f rom Hil lsboro and opEned up a tan prd 

.... .- 'If Lt :;r("'ban k to bis o rother Jas .H CUrry who opErated it for ytall 

111. !!~1r~ '~ Itlthe:-r 1:'1 chotQ and harnfas • 

.. , .. " .. . J ~u~ton ,: . c SU.">n 1Ul~~.li J!'!c ~ gOU t tne yoa r ~oo. . "" ••• ~ _ • 



---_ .. __ . - -----
I!:.mlll t r c£ '" Induu try . S • .:J S. ith rOcn..'I-tontac CO . :-8£( 4-

~ t n .... bU8in(88 under the tiro na:n e ot Sutton,::hlcbw.n & Company,and. built .0 " 

la rc fct old time t annery that r.a8 in the co~~ty at that tim(.At this tan-

tr" thCy turn cd out several hu.~drE:d fin ish ed sid(8 of leather that they ueed. " . 

In "!ring t: hOC8 and harness they specia liz E-d in bt:avy locging harnE-ea aa the 

lum~ (r businEs s r.'aG at h i Sh tide at this tlm e ,eome o:t thut' harness arf at1ll 

1n USC by ! ar:Ers around GrEenbank qs they TTere the bEat of'barile88 mad.e from 

j t h f' b~st at' l EathEr. 

This tannEry 17as on the S .J Sutton f arm on North Fork who sEttled bfre 

e.bout IB70 and r.as part of thE God11, Hartrr.e .. !'l tract grantEd to him 1n ISo4 

~or a s Uc...<-e r ce.cp t h is Sutton hom f st£ad 1 s n or. Oi7IH:d by the h€.irs of the late ------.. -::::;-
? - C S"~t t on . 

;'n up to date and modern tannery is no?; opErated by Kertb Snyder O!I 

• h .. .::c!I o~ !).lncans Run h . buys raw br EEn hidE. and aftEr they are taDned .ella 

pa :-: ~ : b < l ea thEr out e. g rEatEr part is uSEd by him in harnoaa and repair 

r : !:.O':;"c'VC r hf 
·0( 0 lo t . of custom \7ork tanning for half of the loatll.er •• 

:' -';'!nr h i . 
rt tor r epa ir \7or' to h1s harnes s a.nd ""yother 118. 118;. 

~ ~ ll~t~'r on t h 
[ t r o;. C D t h t lcpt:: £r t r ;U'lf c1 by BEntce 

• • 

\ 

,T:-.... :.. . 
~ . 

.-\0", 

Ir 

s" , 

• 

t C" l ntent haa ~or( 11f( and w111 outw~ - -
let roC I" and ablppt4 ill to tbe _ 

... ". b ftQ 



• & Induotry . S .O. S roc~hontne Co . race 5----~anntry ___ 

t.nd !1nl eh td 1t • .,.k(8 c. beaut iful rus o r che.lr back end. cushlon or tor 

thC car sco t s enton Smith opeclallz E8 1n tannEd Sheep bide. tb(ae he 8ella 

to thr tou!'lst trade from this statE end UUly othErs from coaat to coaet 

also Of'cr and !Har hidES tanned l71th thE. ha ir on art: boUCht by the traveling 

ootorlst as Bent on runs a filling station alonG: r.lth hie tannery and hi. tan-

n ing hes attract£d the tourist %rKU pass ing through ::.7a.&.nd Pocahont&. Coun-

ty a:ld in this nay he has a mE!rkEt for his p roducts as be not only sella lEatb_ 

ex 'but c-.akfS f ancy bflts that are bought by th£ trav E.llng public. 

\ !: enton Smith 1s 0:'1£ of thE. first EnrollEd membErs 1n the ASBociattd 

J Creftso m of ...... . 7e. . a D€r. ly organlzEcd gu ild of na.t ive craftsmEn whoat" handwork haa 

·~rect~r a nd 1nt~grity,the aSSOCiation bOpES to prov idE better hidES and to 

\: :-fL tf e bEtt Er outlet for h is products o 

::-~ f ",odfrn tannEry or tall yard plays a VEry im;>ortent part 1D tho zu.-

:1< 1 .r- a:li tye of ?ocabo!lte.s County as th e farmer ca.n bring in his cow sad _ .. 

~ 1~(a r..~~ in 1 ... t hen a y Ear has finished l 'at:' <r to rEpair hiB bam ... 

!'"~ !;!UEl! tl:c r tby saving a cons i de rable Bum and ktfpB thE mane, at 

• .t. ! . !:.!;.. :-. f In 

• I r.:'1t 

: :-.:" o:u.!.! ~ 

A 

. try in r.h ich tanning is an im,ortant 

D y~rd to th( 1Il0rE modern o:,.s of today. 

" te a - 111l <8 i t au ( Oct . 31/40 

}( o.: OO'a _ 
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Cbop t er ..j_ i.,tootion 4 - Po r t. a. 
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U.l1. Y. ) "cLau.t:1J).1]! , 
J.'orlln1oon . ~ , . Va • 

Tonni ng wo s quite en i nd us try Crom t he time or the 

Gr eat skill we8 attaine d ~y the pioneer lD 
rJrst pioneer. 

ouring tbe 

they mh:bt 

skins s O as t o mak e them sott and pl iable, t hat 

be used 1n mak i ng different items ot clo thing, 

such 6a pan ts , caps , mocoasi ns , a nd many o t her 

.be .fi r st tannery o r t en yar d o 1,e ra t ed b y t he 

th1ng.: 

people or 

the Cr eenbank Community wa s on land in t he pos ses sion ot 

Jacob Rombaugh, which wa s pr ior to 1800. The old tanner ' a 

06lt.8 wa s Taber. He ~6S 8 hatt er by trade - made rur cap., 

moccas ins. Hod buck ski n pan ts. His tanning vata were 

large troughs , and a certa i n kind of ba rk, roots a nd berbs 

~ere used 1n dres sing the hides, which accounts tor hie 

locating so f er in t he mountains. 

The first tannery or ol d t i me ton yard or any oon

se,uence where f1 rst cless uppe r and sole leathar wae man

ufactured wes owned end opere t ed by Chorlea P. Brown, who 

p.rct~.ed t he James Townsend poten t of e1ghty-e1gh~ aore. 

:roc :UOC5 B. Cecpboll in the yee r or 1850, end arao~e4 

j. :.:u:.ry t l:a t yoer . He kep t the tannery i n oper.~10D 

~ .i~ yeara when he aold out and moved ocroaa OD ROr~ 
rc _ ra ba located anothe r t onner y . ,'h i s wa • • ~ tile 

t of tta .. 01 n Conrad land • • Tbia tenner y ... 

l til abou t Itl?O , when b. 'lui t tt.e 

nOlte,1 tt. al.on. CfJeon ' _ trad. , rol' 

sre . r. ~.11t fC~d.tlon_ and _ton. 

ly. 

r ,l~ . 0 . J. DliU ••• r. 0 
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and o. ,~' . Ru olonu n Cormed a partnership under tbe naaa. autton. 

Ruokman and Company, and erected tbe larg •• t 014 t1m. tan-

Dory in the ~o"""" .I' At thla tennery aeveral hundred hid •• 

",'Quld be tanned d.ressed end f1nished into firat olaaa harn ••• 

and upper leather eaoh year tor 81 period ot about twenty-t1Y. 

y ears. In oonnec tion with the tannery. they made sho •• and 

heavy 10gg1ng harness for t he lumber companies. 

t en nery wos on the l a nds or S. J. Sutton. 

Th1S 


